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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

Students o{ music have on occasions at iempted to put the melodies of some of ihe
more outstanding Japanese folk songs to ihe noiai ion of Western music in order to pre-
serve ihem from obl iv ion.

Frorn the l i terary poini  of  v;ew, ihese folk-songs have been translated into Engl ish
and co lected by scholars since the beginning of modern japan. However,  a complete col-
lect ion of ihe melodies has not been assembled.

A rhorough st i rdy o{ these folk songs wh'ch are character ized by the places of iheir
or igin requir€s the effods of special ized scholars :nd experis in music and l i ieraiure.

My effor is in compi l ing ihis book does noi preiend io be such a special ized siudy
of lapanese folk songs l t  is in iended to be a col lect ion of the mosi repr€sentat ive songs
ol our country and to offer a handbook of the iolk-songs which are st i l l  being sung through-

Folk-songs are disi inguished from ihe so-cal led popular songs which may be in
vogue for a period of i ime but which are soon forgotten. Some o{ the folk,songs col lecied in
ihis book were ai  one t ime pcpular songs but have developed into {olk-songs by thei .
being sung over half  a century though their  authors v/ere forgotten. Al l  rhe songs as-
sembled have been sung before 1900 and are si i  I  being sung and may r ieht ly be regarded
as folk 'songs of Japan.

True folk songs have slch individual pecul lar i i ies and character ist ics that their  nota-
i ion in Western nrusic can be accomplished only imperfeci ly,  for i t  is noi  only dl{ f icul t
to indicate the {requenty occurr ing grace nores of JEpanese songs which include even
quafter tone iniervals but there is also a rremendous di f ference in the manner of s inging
them among thc Japanese people themselves.

Moreover,  io isol : ie rhe melody of a Japanese song frorn ihe rhyihm of i ts accom-
pari  ment of hayashi,  lhe orchestra of { lute. drum and samisen, is io give only half  of  the
real i iy of  the song. This is part icular ly i rue in songs of which the rhythm of i is accom-
paniment has been emphaslzed. and any attempt to notate them in the Western siy le is not
only a violai ion of the sp r i i  of  the songs bui also fai ls to reveal the true melody

Again, ihese folk songs come to l i fe only when they are sung in the style pecut iar
to the lapanese and especial ly lo ihe people of ihe region from which they or iginated,
and they lose nrLch of thelr  beauty and appeal i f  they are.sung by vocal is is who have
been trained n ihe Western manner of s inging vibrtao.

Since these folk-songs cont: in ihe individual dialects of ihe var ious distr icts,  i t  is
ideal that rhey are sune by the nat ives of th€ region to which ihe songs belona.

The impossibi l i ty of  adequately i ranslai ing the catchy, rhythmic phrases, which in
themselves hlve no nreaning bui which give a def lni ie personal i ry io the folk-songs of
Japan, has required me to om't  ihem in my book. These phrases may be compared to
ihe hi ,  ho. the merry-o, " ta ra,ra boom de ay, "yo ho,ho'  and simi lar port ions of
Engl ish songs.

Despite these technical  di{ f icul t ies, I  have endeavored io compi le some of the repre-
seniat ive tolk songs of lapan because of my e:rnest wlsh to introduce them to Western
pecpies For these reasons, I  have h:d to choose only ihose folk songs wi ih simple me-
lodies and rhyihm, avoiding those which are ful l  of  i r i l ls and iurns and at the same t ime
lowering somewhat ihe key of the melodies sung sotto voce in ihe higher register or rais-
ing to a certain exteni ihose of lower tones which are us'r : l ly sung by men.

ln receni years at iempts have been made to arrange some Japanese folk-songs so
thai they may be sung wi ih the accompaniment of a piano or in the style of iazz.

I t  is my hope in cornpi ing ihis book that through this col leci ion of lapanese folk
songs which are in the main in ihe minor scale and are character ized by melodia lamen-
toso m:y conir ibute to ihe bir th of a new style of comdosit ions.

Tokyo. Japan
November, 1950
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PREFACE TO THE REVISED EDITION
ln the previous edit ions, merely 33 songs out of ihe innumerabJe number of

Japanese folk-songs were selected and iniroduced which lef t  much to be desired so that,
in this Revised Edit ion, I  have added f ive orher songs. In making this addit ion I  have
sej€cted sonSs whrch are most popular ly sung by the lapanese today, namely, "Bon Songs
of Soma , - 'Songs of.Saitara' ,  Songs of Picking Saff lowers ,  Songs of Kokkir iko" and

>ones ot 5hrrnotsul- 
Japanese folk songs are yearly atiracting more attention and interest by the p€oples

of the world as might b€ ndicaied, In part, from the correspondences addressed to the
compiler f ror vaf ious parrs o{ the wor,u.

Of ihe growing number of such persons, fhe one who mrght be consrdered as the
most ardent ioler of  Japanese rolk songs, I  shoujd l ike ro me4i ion ihe narre of Vaf la
Jl lo Reinh.rot a proless,oral  +olksine;r .  of  W.sh,n8fon. D.C. LSA

Thrs person I  was nformed, pract iced six hours dai ly,  such pieces as. for instance,' 'YasuEi Bushr",  The Mower's Sones'  and "Ezashi Oiwake", whiah are di f f icul t  numbers
to render even for the lapanese themselves. She even expressed herself as follows;' 'My problem is this:  To obtain i ransl i terat ions of these songs so ihat I  can learn
ihe lapanese words. I  should most l ike to learn f i rst  in the hope that you could help me
with such transl i terat ions lEngl ish let ters equivalent io ihe lapanese words.)"

There are other pefsons no less ardent than this lady who have written me {rom
Canada and lsrael.  And i t  is a wel l -known siory thai  ihe Soviet bar i tone singer.  Artur
Eizen, dur ing his concert  tour of japan, sel€cted "Soran Bushi '  as one of his tavori te

However,  s ince japanes€ folk songs emerged f .om a background of pecul iar t radi-
t ions rernote from Western countr ies, one invari3bly encouniers diJf icul t ies in 'ndicat ing
the music according io \  /estern musical  noiat ions. The Wesiern musical  notat ions are
inadequate to t fanscr ibe the character ist ic f ineness of the melodic ornamentat ion of Japa-
nese folk-songs. Even i f  perforcedly transcr ibed, the transcr iber himself  may oft€n be unab e
io reproduce the music fforn the music note.

Consequent ly,  I  should l ike to recomm€nd those persons deeply interested in japa-
nese folk-songs shouJd not,  merely,  fol low the scor€ but,  ai  the same r ime, should hear
the songs played on recorded discs. Needless to meni ion, al l  Japanese record makers have
on sale Japanese folk-songs but,  in the United Staies, ihere ;s the one set of  "Tradit ional
Folk-Songs of Japan 

'  selected and arranged by R. Hattor i  f rom his col lect ion released from
Folkway Record. Ishould also l ike to add rhat the lapanese embassies :nd consulates
located throughout the main ci t ies of th€ world are prepared to show the color movie,
"Folk Songs of Japan" presented by the Ministry of Foreign A{fairs of Japan (th€ musical
dir€ct ion of this f i lm is under the supervision of R. Hat ior i ) .
February, 1964.

No lar l  o l  th is  book m.r j  bc rcprodrced

r t i tho i "  per)n jss lon in  wr i r i r ig  lom lhe auihor
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Oedo Nihon-bashi

Leaving Nihon-bashi of Edo
Early in the morn for Kyoto,
The procession goes on and on;
The day dawns at Takanawa,
And the lamps are extinguished.

Climb Hakone as you may,
You have to stop at the barrier;
Men they disapprove,
But women they pass on;
Ah, Mishima the f lowery town I
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TJre_se 99ne *'ere very popular from the age of Tempo (1840) urr l t_he enal
of rhe Meljl e!a"

The bo, dance of Japan is of such unique
character that a similar dance type js found
nowhere else in ihe world. The sam€ ts also
true of ihe Doz songs which accompany the

There is no accurate estimate ol the time
of orjgin of these two unusual cultuml pheno-
mena, but it is certain that in ancient times
the Don dance was perfo.med during mass
said for shorosarrhe spirits of lhe dead-at
the iime of the boz fesiival, the festival of the
lanterns, That is to say, the predecessor of
the t)o'?, dance vas the zembzrsr dance: the
chantinA ol Buddhisl p.ayers while dancing
and lreating drums and ringing chimes at the

So primarily the Don dance was to be danced
by those vho had recently losi a close .ela.
tive: sons and daughters rvhose par€nt had
died, parents suNivi.s a child, husbands or
s'ives vhose spouse had deceased-

Singing to the music of drums and fluies,
' h . )  J a r ' . d  d n d  d " n . " d .  l o . r n g  r l . e m . e l , F S  i n
remembe.ances of their lost ones.

But unconsciously this dance of lamenia-
tjons was gmdually popula.ized to a festival
of fun and gaiely, far removed f.om its origins
as a mass for ihe spiriis of the dead.

In olden iimes thefe were the ?dnobata
Mots&ri-Festilal of the Weave. {n the
sevenih day of rhe seventh month and the
Honen Odori-Hawest Dance-to celebrate the
suod ) ip ld.  o '  r \p  au 'nn cropc.  The.F were
both gmdually lncorporated into the Don
dance so that after long periods of history
only the Dor dance remains as a yearly festi-
val throughout the country.

ln spile of the relaiive smallness in size,
Japan is  pnr i .hpd r  i rh  nan)  rz '  "d BeoE.aphi .
cal leatures which in conjunction vith the
many faceted history have produced an ex
tremely large quantity of folk songs, most of
which are suited for Dor songs to accompany
Do, dances. This one fact alone easily indi.

cates tbe place of lhe ,on festival in the heafts
of lhe people and lhe cultural history of the

August 15th is the season of the Don dance
in most parts of Lhe country. As this date
approaches evefy tovn and village in the
cuuntry ic  h-"J bu: ld :  .J  h;gh . " i "ed p la_lormc
in lhe center of the public grounds. When the
night of the Don dance iinally comes, a drum
is set on ihe platform and Don songs sung to
the rhylhm of its beating. AU lhe townspei:iple
and farmers dance around the platform the
whole night thfough.

The bon dance takes many forms in various
locales around these islands but ,4udodort of
Tokushima City ar,d Gujo Hachlman ot Gitrr
Prefecture a.e famous for their grandness of
scale, though they are enlirely different in
the form of dance.

Tbe Alnaadari is a procession siyle dance,
the danc€rs going through the streets dancing

'Ihe Cujo Eachiman is a circle dance, the
dancers performing in a circle around the
platform.

Many such dances were fostered by the
Tano Sana (feudal lords) of lhe Tokusawa

T},e Auaadari was pedormed to welcome
Lord Hachisuka lvhen he became the Lord of
Tokushima.

On ihe other hand the Gujo Odort originai€d
when the rul:ng Aoyama Clan, vho occupied
r \p ca r lp ,  r -E red po r ' -s ion 

"nd f -ndc or
h s ror  i  p  a.  pf lor  ro f fomurp . . . .on,  i t i "

tion among the agriculiural, industrial and

The bor dances and songs which came inlo
popular favor in f€udal times a.e still being
danced and sung from generalion to genera-
tion. But the greaiest change has occurred
i 1  r e " e n r  y e a . ,  q h F r e i n  r h e  E , n o  p l . r e  o f  r h e
bou dance reflects the bdghiness of a new
age in its appeal to the younger generation.
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Songs of Oshima
(Oshima Bushi)

I am of Oshima
The isle of Divine Fire;
Smouldering in mY heart,

the lire never dies.

Azaleas and camellias
Light up the mountain;
The boat carrying mY lord

Brightens the sea of Oshima.

ll you are the man as gallant

As tales would have You be,

I wish you iould stoP the tide

Off the bay of Chiga-saki

Mountainous waves I see

Out upon the sea;
-fhey 

are for my beloved
To prove his courage.

The port of Habu
May be l ikened to a Pouch;
But alas, it has no string
To close its mouth !

j \ 'E in

7 - bt l-,{. ,tB MMr<Hb t

BBl:'Eqit a ffiif ltrl

r - 2.c1+tJ. b[ttyF".Lt r

&oafi.{l 3 #u 6f

r -9$ie'i6 q,,rMt/$ot

'EI,O&\ -te, ].L:ET 7, Z

r - tt otffiow-e t tv l*JrJtlt j

n'bl'E-+llv *oE[bf E l,

7 - &i9@i&l* dr€i8]

{gUr..L L t:tta #itt lt-

I am of Oshima, 7 - bt l-,r ,tE ffiF€t I
Brought up among the waves; 

€,@RL,@t* 3 #t9r.,
The dark of my skin
ls part of my heritage.

I am of Oshima 7 - bt Ur ,tH *Eo& j
Of single cherry blossoms;
'Tis no wish of mine to bloom '^€l:gt(fi 'tta :6t:tjt-

Like double cherry blossoms.

Oshima in the province of Izu lies in the Pacific ocean at a distance of

about erght hours' dde in a steam boat- The tsland is noted for its volcanic

mountain, Mihara, snal camellia trees which bloom in season all orer the kland'

Since the pleasure_boat was macle a regular line, the ptace has lost somewhat

its atlraction, but the song has be€n sung throuahout the country.
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SONGS OF KISARAZU

I Kisanzu Zirku )
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ffi,I.8ffi
BON SONG OF CHICHIBU .'

( Chichibu Ondo)

Melodt trMscrib€d b] Hatrori
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Night Festivar in ohichibtr CitY

8on Song of Chichibu # ' i  E iF

Birds, too, f ly
Over the mountain top-
That cloud-swell ing,
C loud swe l l ing
Mount of Chichibu.

Look at the chapped hands
That are trimming charcoal sacks.
By the time that
Your hands are chapped,
Karisaka ridge'l l be snow-capped.

Flowering Nagatoro is
All rock-floored;
Awaiting whom,
Awaiting whom I wonder;
O look, the misty moon rises !

When the moon rises
High above the frame-work
You dance,
Dance around the +rcn\e
In many, many a fold.

7-- H6W.7.rt' 6Dt\Mr--.
=o)  - -  =qth l . - )
6:t1S 4trj.

7 - , E?DI&+: ffitr+i. a.! Lrrr
tlJtt,D+) -* tutt'D P W!\
6i1a 5r'j j &

7-' lEDF'ff i "aaEtit: l}
at) - r AE/tfu'1F,,
6 i-t S *. te6E

7- !  F i : t4a  * i z i . ( i 1 i j
rdDi--  B,4Dttuf f i r )

6i-LE f€-+€

Chichibu forming a region by itseif in the western extremitv of lhe Musashi
plain. As it is isolaied, this song rotains its local .otor. The song is sung in
the hope and joy of the rich harvesL ot the year at the time of 8or, the festival
of ihe dead, whlch takes place usually in the middle of July- A wooden frame-
vork is reareal on the s.ound, in vhich there sit a chanter and a number of
musicians. Around ihis frame-vo.k, the young and the old of both sexes
pedorm a liv€ly dance. The music consists of a fluie, a biA drum, a small drum,
and s lo ra percub" iu.  ins npnr '  buL no som,sPn.
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SONGS OF ISO

(  I so  Bush i  )

l - -

2 . 4  i .
M i -  i o

d e -  M e -  i
"€ l l  /x-  rL
o _  Ha -Do

Laj b t)

H i  - 9 .  '  s h i

SA
:
S .

I _

24



sz

_a, !i

(ru o,ts', -rsr
(* "a I +l-
(ao oqs-l'rs)-
t'I .4 t 4)-

I)
,l

it
e -Ifi

o-o -

jl ?

I



-rl

HWft.fr,ffi
COAL MINERS SONGS OF JOBAN

(Joban Tanko Bushi)
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Coal Miner's Songs of foban
{Joban Tanko Bushi)

HCJft&tr

From six in the morn, -,7 - g1o)^ft+h, t,, ,, tTlf-t !

I work in the mine, (- ' r. E +, tA)

Carrying a lantern to and fro- tnn;6t- t (= - l '"J/1') *flOl:Dl

All for my parents' sake. 
(-' T p f i:iJ)

Three thousand feet down the mine -. ? - gli=+,( T*1,trufaf
And you are in hell; (-, ,r e f , .,.r j)

Ere long you'l l l ie amongthe dust *tt&..| i^O e - r.""/ l) lt i i6 j

Of an abandoned mine. (., r s {r- trj)

You explode dynamite, ,\7 - 2\, ,: h,O tL,ri l1ft1;Ai a ]

You'l l f ind some fragments left over; (-, rD {s.ti j)

And the fragments wil l bring r&7"+l!ftnt (: - 1'":/r) 6tt6l

Cold enough for you. (- ' + P {5' tt i)

Listen, you young girls"

\Mives of coalminers

Will become widows

The moment the rocks fall.

"7 -  tR  i i . 1 i t  6 *o rF l t j

( - ,  i E  S , t t J )

EnJf ,4 t*br - ( "  -  t :  
"  

r )#1$* !

( - ,  +e  {5 , t r J )

J6ban coal mines in Ibaraai Prefecture, Ube jn Chugoku, and Chikubu in
Kyushu have Arven b j r th  to c imi lar  bonCs ac rhesp s in.p r r -p bF3ir ,n inC ot  lhc
Meiji era-
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Songs of Kqsabu

( Kusatsu Bushi)

Kusatsu is a good place to goi
You must visit once in your l i fetime,
For flowers bloom e'en in the hot

spnng.

Kusatsu field is beautiful l ike brocade,
And e'en the smoke rising from Mt.

Asama
Will be aglow in the setting sun.

Kusatsu is a good place to go;
Mt. Shirane is cool with breezes
E'en on a mid summer day.

Among the mountains,,called man and
wife

We go hand in hand gathering herbs,
Through the forest of pine trees.

Kusatsu is a good place to go;
You may carry home in your sleeves
The sweet fagrance of the hot spring.

€Bl t- t a-Eltl''H-r ( r.'y r ..1 J,= )
#'i401+ l: t, (. , t ) iEit4 ( j

(7 -4 '  -1-=1- r ) ,

ffitit i tJ-tee@Egi ( r", - -.1 .), = )
i *Ho '@i  ( . t+)  An ' ia*Dl

(+- .1  '  t -4 r )

€F j t ' t aF 'RO l l l i  (  I ' v : - ,  i / '  )
*3  ^6 t "o )  ( - ,  r  )  l d . i r r4  (  I

( a=4 ,  7 "4+ )

t9-6 bit D' ' 'htt*]\E J ( 1.", --.1 i / '  )
Fta*a *./e (. r + ) b 6 LN,lf b I

(v "  4+ 1 . .4r )

€eJL" t  aE^@a{"d (  Fv -  J  : / .  )
if,ir'lr.1Ea (- t + ) Ehra La j

( 7  1 4 +  1 1 4 + )

The songs are coDparatively of lata comlositio[ an(l ex]Iossive ol the
characleristics ol the hot spriigs at Kusatsu.
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Songs of Saifara
(Saitara Bushi)

On Matsushima the port
Stands Zuiganji the Buddhist temple;
As the sea is in front
And the mountain on the back,
Shoals of f ish may abound there.

At lshinomaki the famed port,
Sti l l  more famed is Mt. Hiyori;
In the east and in the west
A view may command Matsushima.
And Tosh ima-----a ll before you.

At the Shrine of Shiogama
The cherry tree in front,
When it blooms in the spring,
Romance wil l be in the air
Over N ishinomachi the town.
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THE DUNE OF TOSA

(Boz- Songs of Tosa Gata) Metody rmnsclibed br Hettori
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SORAN SONG OF HOKKAIDO

(Soran Bush i )
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Soran Song of Hokkaido

Yaren soran, soran, soran, soian,

Whether herrings com€ or not,

We asled the gods to harvest;

Each and every god whined,

kon, kon-won't come, choi.

Hear the songs of sea-gulls

Over the ocean waves

And you can't give up

The life on the sea.

Yoichi is a goodly town

You've to visit once at least,

For the golden waves

Aro  <ao^  t ' ^  ^  + lD  <D .

l f  the sea-gulls on the offing

Were to speak as we do,

Your message I would hear from them

Or the message I would send to you.
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S6ran Song is one of the folk songs ot Hokhaido, being nexr otdest to Oiwake
Song. It is so named from the shorting to nark rime, iike yoho, as ir is
origtually the shouting at drawing up herrings. The o.iginal home of this song
is said to have been Tsugaru in Aomori Prelecture as the fishermen there useat
to make such shouting as this to mark time for ner-fishing. Since many
6shermen in Hokkaido have come from Tsugaru, rhey p.obably brought with
Lhem there this s6ran song.

Herrings in the sea of Eokkaido arc founal in the lvesielll coasr. an.t towarrl
auiunn to ihe eastem coasr, where a gfeat number of them are caushl About
lh is  ume Ihe teml lF heainCs.om. as l^ore ro hy lhei r  

"SS",  
ro rh. . "  - .on

males also, and ihat in such a great .umber as to change ihe color of rhe sea.
The fishermen have to draw in their ners aU at once, and rhar can h2rdty be
expected if there were not this lively song ma.king their time.
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SONGS OF SADO ISIE

Dolent€ e dolto espressivo ,J- es ( Sado Okesa)
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EighL hundred years ago, du.ing ihe age of the Fujilrara Regency, Sado
Island was ar isle of er.iles. Sanished thiiher were such histo.ic figures as the
Emperor Juntoku aDd Sainr Nichircn, founcier of the Nichiren secr of Bu.ldhism.

The discovery of a gotd mine at a place called Aikawa on the jsle about 850
years ago-durinA the rule of the TokuAarva ShoAunate brought an age of
prosperity and splendor. cold production here used io be big enough to make an
imporiant financial mainstay of rhe Tokusarvas_

Iis deposits nea.ly gone, the mine is noly in a decrepit srate. But the isle
is rich in local color, rraceable larg€ly ro tragic stories about exit€s and memories
of the Aolden age.

Mosi expressile of the tocal cotor is Sado Okesa, or -{ Fotk Song of Sado.
As to the origir of the vord ,,Okesa,, many tegen.ts are tot.l. Once upon a
ume, goes one leaend, there lived a dch otct man in ihe town of Ogi on the iste.
Ee kept a cat, which he loved dearty. Evnrualty his fortunes wenr down, anal
h€ was reduced to sorry straits vith many duns at his heels,

The animal iook compassion on its poor master. To cto him a good turn, rh€
cat tmnslormed itself into a beauriful girl and took to the profession of geisha,
calling hersetf Okei.

Okei's singing and dancing soon won her rousinA fame far and wide. Her
song and dance b€came a fad and her name, throuah various srages of trans-
mission, becam€ corrupted into ,,Okesa.',

Another legend-not necessarily or ihe orjgin of rhe name_has it that a
dauAhter of Nobutaka Oda, a warlord, fe in tov€ ivith a nametess young man and
eloped with him to Aikarva Town. There they opened a small resraurant for

Every time she sarv men from Kyoro (and Osaka), alrawn hither in large
numbers by the goidrush, she nas seized with an inrense homesickness for the
Miyako (th€ capital, then in Kyoio). To everyone deparring thither she entrusi-
ed a message to folks at home. The message, according to rh€ legenai, was in
the vrords vhich make the first stanza of Sado Okesa:

Tovard Sado and toward Saclo,
EveD rhe trees and the herbs bend towarai ir.
Is Sado a good ptace io abiite?
(Dor'i ask me.)

The second stanza runs:
How could I come to Sado,
ThouAh you may urge me so?
The isle is forty,nine ri away
Over rhe rouAh ride sea.

The distance of 49 ri (t ri-about 2.4 miles) is from Wajima on the Noto

Before the discovery of the Aotd mine Saclo hacl more communicarion wirh
the Kansai districi ihan lvirh Edo (nov Tokyo). The eartiest ateveloped town on
the isle was Ogi. Bruno Taut, notecl cerman architect, visiia.l Ogi white in
Japan and admireit locat houses as ,,welfbatanc€d and highty cutri;aied struc_
tures." These buitdings and orher retics of cutture sri]] .emain.

In ihe age of baryes, Ogi Town was ihe gateway io Saato Island. Norv it is
replaced as such by Ryozu po.q onty ihree hours arvay by steam€r from Niigara.

The close ties between Saato anal Niigaia City are sung of in Sado Okesa ihus:
Over snowy Niigata_
The sun is settjng in a snolv.srorn1.
Methinks Sado is asteep,
As therc,s no light on the iste.
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SONGS OF GUJO

( Gujo Bushi ) Nlelody t'escriberl b/ H.rtori
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Son6s o{ Gui6
(Guio Bushi )

When I go out of Gujo-,
I wring my sleeves,
Though no rain is falling,
I wring my sleeves.

High up in the skY
The moon is round and round;
\Mith no sharP corners,
To wed a couple smoothlY enough.

Look at a calf
Over there at Kodara:
The little one is black
As the cow is black.

One may commit suicide
By jumping from the Somon bridge.
Like Saibei the drunkard of Kodara,
Drowned with a barrel of sake.

Gujo is known widely and afar
As the home of swift horses;
The warrior's famed steed "Surusumi"
Has come from Kera, one of its villages'

There'll be song after song,
The dance everlasting,
AnC there'll be manY
A moonlit night ioo.
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In olden days Gt\jo in urfu l]relecr'ulP was reganled as I towr remote trom

"i , t i .  
x*,o or c, lo trohvor.  tn rhe Tokueawt Ase hosever '  i t  had a com'

p"'."',"",v i'"n'i 0""";";J ;,'r;;."' i"' r-oil ez'.rma was a hiahrv coucaled

i"J i"t"riie""it rnan, ani naintained the peace and prospelitv of his fler over

irrree rruni"ea and fortv vears. F.or the peaqe and velfare of the Jour classes'

"r*"r"t, 
t".*""", artlsans arA merchants, he intro'luced the Don-danc€ dudng

it ' "  1"" ' i*r  **;"  or t l 'e deld. in whi 'h orLsinat"d rhese sonss or Cujo.

There $ere m"nv horse{arrs hel ' l  i t  Cujo which r l rFw a srcat numDer or

n-""-a""L"" l-- various provinces. This is whv the theme of hdse'fair it

.i-J i"""o amons the bou;ongs. rhe words in one of these songs' "r wrins

*r 
"f""""" 

tlt"teh" * rain is f;lling,- tell of ih€ emotions or so?rows of these

--." i""* .irt";"*"i.ces at theii partins with the courtesans in the toim'

; i ; ; ; ; ; t " i l ;6; ; ;  i "  i . ,e i* ,r i , .  in;  rons period or pu'P thcre misht
'n'. 

".i 
ri"* i"r't.r" or drtnki"d" in rhe !illaac ot Kodara or lhereabouts like

i i " i """r- , .  in"o,r"  or Mantua in verdjs 
-Risolerto 

saibei was r tavorire

if"l"t'o""." ,r', orren drunk HF eraed hi. iire br tauina trcm rhe bridsP

"i 
ii-"t" 

"i 
*rtr"rt the people humorduslv have sung as commiting suicide

together with a barrel of sak6'
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Songs of Kushimoto
(Kushimoto Bushi)

Here is Kushimoto,
Yonder l ies Oshima;
|  -+  ' , c  <^ ' ^  '  h / i . lda

The bridge o{ boats
Between you and me.

Here is Kushimolo,
Yonder l ies Oshima;
The ferry-boat in the port
Acts as the go-between
For you and me.

Although a l ighthouse stands
Out upon the headland,

It wil l never shine
Upon the dark path of love.

What is the name of the headland/
I t  i s  ca l led  Nanna Ura ;
But how is the headland?
O, it 's out upon the brine,
And covered wilh rough waves.

Place bridge piles
One by one
Out upon ihe brine;
So this heart of mine may reach
Kushimoto evet dear.

a.r**+, 6rr , . r l iB
ffitt,uI&Vr tuffitt
7 i  a 4 : / 1  3 4 V .

a 4 : / j  a 4 : / 1  a 4

L Ctlsz'' Frr"rt^E
+&L i tJ,i$fitf*

i+,gorllsl:s€an l"
BioEl6?F€ 6 l,r r}rl
7 u  a 4 r a  a . l 1 3

3 4 : / 3  3 4 ; / 1  a 4 : / 3

7 1  a 4

a 4  r a  1 4 ; / z

trF, Siit?B-tF
igq@ttFrllE& Df
7 t  a 4 : / 1  3 4

a 4 : / 3  a 4 } / 1

*.=2 Lffiti,s'-tT
,i 't Ftt j S+^
7 t  3 4 t a  3 4 : / 1

3 4  v =  3 4 v =  3 4 s / a

Kushimoto Bushi are folk-songs of Kushimoio in Wakayama Irrcfecture,
which is a fishing town i1l the southem extremity of Honshu. The cape,
Shionomisaki, lies about ihree miles south of Kushimoto. As the sea around
the cape is fu]] of rcefs,.there stands on the cape a fi$tiraie lighthouse vhich
was built in 18?-3. The rough sea on the west of Kushimoto is Kumano Nada,
h rvhich about two kilo- mete$ f.om the shore lies an island of Oshima with
i}lirtysix kil.m. in cncumfelence. Uulike Kumano Nada, the isiand of Oshima
has a cruiet haven aU the year round. In olden dats it had pleasurequarters;
thercfore, the ships sailing nearby made their poht of call at the pot to the
delight of their sailers. Kushimoto Bushi today have come from the old songs
whi .h srng , , f  rho .mo i .n . l  . l i lc  :  ,  ho e day ' .

From Kusbimoto to Oshima. a disiance ol lbout two kilo melers oD ihe sea,
there lie tt.ty islands as if bficlge piles were built in a line The place has
been named one of tbe natural preselvations of this country.
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SONGS OF YASUGI

1 Yasugi Bushi )
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yasugi Bushi are the songs around Yasugi Pori in Izumo (Shimane Prefec,
ture). Since the opening of raihvay, the porL has lost iis significance, but.
formerly the port behg situated along the main highway of Sanin dlstrict harl
flourishing days as it wns crowded with ships and the to$'n s'as full of merchanis
as th€ wo.d'Yasugi seng€n' (a tholrsand stores of Yasugi) tesrity ts prosperous

The orjginal song is said to have been composed by Sahei Waranabe ( tfrfil
e46 ) duriDg the age of Eunsei (1818 29), and dufjng tbe Tajsho era (1912 26)
a voman named Ito lvatanabe (EHtr.t ) who claimcd to have descanded from
ihe f,rsl composer was knorvn as the singer of rhese songs. The clainl, however,
js nol trustnorthy as some lhink that these songs werc originatty rhe songs of
boatmen ai Yasugi.

Izumo Shrine of Shintoisu is the most well known shrine brdlt in honor of
the god or marriagei heDce young \romen as well as youn8 m€n v,rho desire
Aoorl marriage make pilgriNage throughout the land. Shrdchi Sakur.a, or ihe
okl cher'ry tfee, xhich is siiU sung in rhe song, is noiv n hered, onlv rhe daad
sium! r'emaitis. Eut Yasugi is pfou(l of havirg the beauritul scenarv of Tokami,
tama, r coDeshafed mounrairl corefell wth greens which is saeD far out on

Yasugi Bushi were liFl surg as an accompanjmenr to the cl.rnce caucd .loj,j-
sll&ri, of loach-Aathefing, about 1910, ivhich hare sincc lJecome so poputar as
to be sttng a1l over the counirv. The dance$ with roivets ried around rhcir
beads, their kimono tucked, and hamboo baskers or circular rrars in their hanals.
imitate scooping or iishing loaches. The rords hale nothirg to do rvith thc
daDcnrg as far as the meaDiug or associarion of icleas are concerDed. .the unique,
ness of perfonnance, howevef, secms to have caughr tha fancy of people.

The Ship for the Kompira Shrine
(Kompi ra  Fune,  Fune)

Sh ip ,  Sh ip ,  O,  sh  ip

For the Shrine of Kompira,

Sa i l ,  sa i l ,  O,  sa i l

With the {airest of winds I

Sail roLlnd Shikoku the isle.

To Naka-gori in Sanuki Province.

Thence to the Shrine of Kompira

On the Mount of Zozu.

c tuI'6*Ante

L /r,a.r\ 6 ffE3il ;E+r:{,rLA (t"a

, a -  v 1  t -  l / a

14E ?@ d-Lri#r'!], #llr4ofil1

*gE r, aftie,tff{R
-ED f l'r' Ln,rr 6 ir'LJ' da

v2  t  : / a  , a  : / -

This has heen one of Lhe mosl popr ar songs of Japan since the early years
of the Mejji em. The shrirrc is .l rhe Mounl of Zozu in the country of Naka
lno$i  Nakatado) in  the pfov ince . t  Sanuki  lKnga\va I r fe fecrure) .  Kompira js
the tutelage god ol sailo$; hence tte shfine is visite.t pafricular.ty b), those who
are going abroad,
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MINER'S SONG OF KYOSHO

(Kyashu Tanko Bushi )
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Hie-Pounding Song

On to the wild ash tree

I  w i l l  pu t  a  be l l ,  yo  ho i ;

When il i ingles. you comc out, yo.

When it i ingles, j ingles,

For what excuse shall I come, yo hoi?
For watering the horse, ! ' l l  come our,

yo.

Pound as I may,
The hulls never come.off, yo hoi;
In what depths of a ware house, has it

come, yo?

You have descended
From the Heike clan of peerage, yo hoi;
l 'm offshoot of the Nasu, the chasti-

sers, yo.

Daihachi of Nasu had to part
With Tsurutomi the maid, yo hoi,
ln  the  v i l lage  o f  Sh i iba ;
His eyes were bathed in tcars, yo.
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SONGS OF HATOMA ISLE
( Hatoma Bushi)

Uelody  i .ansc f ibed by  Hat to r i
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Songs of Hatoma lsle
lHatoma Bush i )

C l imb the  h i l l  on  Hatoma
And cast your eyes ove. there.

You wil l see the kuba trees,
Crowing ever stately on the summit.

An Amefican acquaintance oi mtne said
dispassionately art€r hearing a hau dozen
Japanese folk songs, "They all have ih€ sanre
so.rowful, mournfltl tune." The look on hrs
fac-" shoved thal he waln t in the least inier'

One month later vhen he Nas aboul to
r€tu.n home afler faveling alon8 rarjous
parts of Japan, this Amerlcan came io see me
again. lvhen I mcr him, he began io sing the
Kuroda Bushi (Imayo), an old Japanese lolk
song, and 'ian.e wlth .ather uncertain steps

Some years earlier, a large American pub-
lishing company sent me a letler asking fo.
permission lo publlsh in some primary schooi
books the "Yosakoi Bushi of Tosa" and thc
"Coalminer's Song in the Joban Disidct,
vhich I had edited in a Colleciion of Japanese
Folk Songs.

l'oreign€rs usually preler folk songs with
a light, .hylhmical tune. The songs n'hrch
ihe fofeign€rs kno1v, however, are only a
small para of the great number ol Japanese
folk songs songs which have rich variations
of aun€, m.aning and ihythm.

Folk sonss, lvhose o.igin! and authoG have
long since been forgotten. have been handed
dovn ihrough lhe ages f.om generation to
generation. It is only natural that Japan,
\ h : ,  h  a  a  l o n s  ' r i "  o r ) ,  h u u l d  b e  r i r h  i n

ForeigneE n'ho hear Japanese folk songs
for ih€ fiNt time usually say they all sound
thc same-sorrowrul and melanclroly-and
they cannot ieli ihe difference one irom thc
oih€r. lf lhey listen carefully, howeve., they
will discover that there is a difference. Th€
folk songs of the Tohoku distict in north_
eastern .Iapan differ from ihose of the Kyushu
dist.ict in souihern Japan.
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Japanese folk songs differ vith each dlstrici,
bui th€y alt have on€ common charact€ristiu.
Thcy are all in double or quadruple iime, and
Lhere isn't single one that has three beats.
(Though the Lullaby of Itsuki is populariy
sung in triple tim€, ils o.iginal music is den
nitely in double time.) Thjs is in striking
conlrast to the ltorean folk songs, lehich are

Anyone vilh even a rudimentary knowledge
of music ivill immediately recognize that
O r i p  r ! l  n L . i .  i  0 1  " o  o n  r " p  p  n  a t o r ' '
scale, But very few people know thai there
js a difference in the pentatonic scale of
Chinese music and ahat of Japanese music

This shouid bc an inierestjng sulrject lor
music students, but I wlll limit my ex a.a-
lion to the follo{'ing: The melody of Chinese
music is based on ih€ pentatonic scale-do re
misofla, $'hile lhe Japan€se music scale, \'ith
iorp px i  p l  I  o- .  :  Jo.p E sol . l r .  A-o i ,  ' . .

noiable that the folk song of Ryukyu Islands
is similar in iis mode to that of China

No one knovs exacuy how many Japanese
lolk songs there are, but there are over 200
p ! ' r F r . _ r . '  r ,  p  r o . k  "  n a . j  o t  r h F  v a " . o -  l ' .  '

'Ihere are vork songs of fa.mers and iisher
men, as well as songs for v€dding cerenonies
and banquets, le.haps the nosr popular are
the "Bon" lantern festival songs, 1vhich are
sung on the Buddhist All Souls' DaY.

The "Bon" leslival dances are hetd everv
year on August 15{6 to mourn tha dead, but
they are now devoid of all relisious signifi_
cance, and are suna by the people as popular
sones. Every summer. a cenier stage rs nutlt
in each iovn or villag€ in Japan and the
neighbors galher in a circle around it to sing

Fd

iF6* r t ! l

100


